Name:  Laura Pimentel

District:  Three Village Central School District

Grade:  Grades 3-5 (Focus on Students with Learning Disabilities)

Subject:  English Language Arts
CCLS Standard Addressed:  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.3.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,

After dinner that night we went looking for them).
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).

Website/Location of App: 


Brainscape (iTunes Store) – Free (pre-made flashcards are available at an additional cost)
www.brainscape.com

Description of Application:


 The Brainscape application can be utilized in a myriad of ways.  Both teachers and students can create personalized accounts with content-specific vocabulary flashcards.  Teachers first create subject categories and then create flashcard decks within each subject area.  To share flashcard decks with students from one or more subject categories, teachers must enter student email addresses in the Manage Learners section of the application.  Entering student email addresses will prompt the system to send email messages inviting students to create their Brainscape accounts.  
 
Flashcards in the Brainscape application may contain words, pictures, and/or audio clips.  As students review the flashcards from their student accounts, they are prompted to select a number ranging from 1 (not at all) to 5 (perfectly) to identify how well they knew the answer.  Flashcards will appear more often in the deck if they are rated less than 5.  Teachers are able to view student usage and proficiency for all shared flashcard decks.

Students may choose to study teacher-created flashcards or create their own decks.  Over 50 pre-made flashcard decks are also available in the application for little or no additional cost.

Incorporation Explanation:  


This application may be used in many different grade levels and subject areas.  At the elementary level, teachers may pre-load content-specific flashcards into the Brainscape application and create an iPad center for students to review vocabulary words.  I believe that this application is very beneficial for students with special needs because teachers can add pictures and audio clips to the flashcards.  This feature provides teachers with an opportunity to address multiple learning styles.  The flashcard repetition enables students to repeat words or audio clips until they are fluent with their meanings.  An additional benefit to this application is that students can utilize Brainscape at home to study.  Students can access this tool from the Brainscape website or a mobile application.  
