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Application 2:  Comic Life





Jessica Kobes, Oceanside High School Science Teacher

Description of application:

Comic Life is an application where students can create their own comic strips.  Pictures can be taken directly from the camera or the photo roll and added to either premade templates or customizable comic strips.  Also there is an option to draw shapes.  There are preset thought bubbles, speech bubbles and options for text boxes.  Comic Life creations can be shared with others by email or facebook with ease.  They also have an “In Tray” system for sharing with users who are in close proximity.  

Incorporation of application:

Students can create comics or show processes in a graphically and visually pleasing manner.  I used this during my cell division unit and had students create comic strips starring chromosomes that explain what changes they go through in the cell through each phase of mitosis.  This is a fun and creative way to get students to show their understanding of biological concepts.  

There are endless possibilities on how this app can be used.  I could have students create comic strips of the interactions between different organisms in an ecosystem.  They could also create a cell city and give a tour of each part of the cell through this application.

This is also a good app to use in the classroom during small group work, asking them to work together perhaps on one iPad on a comic and submit it to the neighboring group via the “In Tray” system.  Students could also create portfolios with this app to save work from the year and compile it to make one large story.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
