Name:  Laura Pimentel

District:  Three Village Central School District

Grade:  Grades 7-12 (Focus on Students with Learning Disabilities)

Subject:  Foreign Languages 

CCLS Standard Addressed:  

Standard 1: Students will be able to use a language other than English for communication.
1. Listening and speaking are primary communicative goals in modern language learning. These skills are used for the purposes of socializing, providing and acquiring information, expressing personal feelings and opinions, and getting others to adopt a course of action.

2. Reading and writing are used in languages other than English for the purposes of socializing, providing and acquiring information, expressing personal feelings and opinions, and getting others to adopt a course of action.

Website/Location of App: 


Duolingo – (iTunes Store) – Free

Website:  www.duolingo.com

Description of Application:

The Duolingo application is a free language learning application. During the application setup, the user may choose from up to 13 languages and set personal daily usage targets. The user starts at the most basic level of the chosen language. From there the user can choose to continue with each new lesson or test out of a level that he or she has already mastered.  Within each lesson, new grammar and vocabulary words appear in yellow font as links. The link brings the user to the definition and/or a small explanation of the translation. Exercises within the application include translating words, phrases, or sentences from Spanish to English and vice versa, speaking phrases or sentences into a microphone, and writing phrases or sentences after hearing them spoken by a native speaker.  The user automatically starts with four hearts at the beginning of each lesson and may lose those hearts for incorrect answers.  The user is rewarded with lingots for achievements throughout the various lessons and levels. 
What is a lingot?

A lingot [ling-guht] is the Duolingo virtual currency. The more you learn on Duolingo, the more lingots you'll receive and be able to use in the store! They can be earned through:

· Leveling up Earn 1 lingot (multiplied by level reached)

· Finishing a skill Earn 2 lingots for finishing a new skill

· Full hearts Earn 1 lingot for finishing a lesson with full hearts

· 10 day streaks Earn 1 lingot for every 10 days on a streak (1 for 10, 2 for 20, etc)

· Inviting friends Invite a friend to Duolingo and, if your friend accepts, you both will receive 1 lingot

· Translating documents Translate or edit a sentence in an Immersion document, and receive 1/4 lingot per word once your translation receives at least 3 upvotes

· Uploading documents Upload a document to Immersion, and receive 1 lingot every time someone upvotes your document

Note: Lingots are not awarded when you use a tree shortcut to level up or finish a skill.
Source:  www.duolingo.com
An added bonus to the Duolingo website is that users may participate in the Immersion section which allows them to read articles in the language they are learning and help to translate these documents. This feature provides users with the opportunity to take learning a language to the next level.  
Incorporation Explanation:  
The order of lessons within the application cannot be modified and might not follow the exact scope and sequence of a school's curriculum. However, to integrate this application into the classroom, teachers may assign students to work with this application during their free time and reward them with homework credit based on the levels achieved. In addition to the fun, game-like design of the application, students can also "friend" other students in the class to follow their progress. This will encourage friendly competition among the students and encourage them to continue using the application to stay in the lead. If students set a daily target, the application will keep track of how many consecutive days the target has been met.  Teachers can keep track of students’ daily usage and levels. 

This application has many benefits for students with special needs. A major benefit to using this application is that it will build students' confidence in class because they will have the opportunity to build a solid foundation in the language through these grammar and vocabulary lessons. Each lesson is presented to students in multiple ways to address many different learning styles. For example, users are prompted to read, write, listen to, and speak the language. Users may choose to replay the audio clips multiple times or slow it down if they have trouble understanding. The application associates words with pictures, giving students visual representations of the language.  
