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Grade 12 – Advanced Placement Literature and Composition

Reading: Literature, 11-12.3; 11-12 .4

3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed.)

Corresponding College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standard

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

4.Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful (include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

Corresponding College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standard

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Location of app:

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/explore-shakespeare/id608993627?mt=8
Description: The Cambridge app lets students read and listen to six of Shakespeare’s plays: Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Twelfth Night, Hamlet, and Othello.  The application for select scenes is free; but students can purchase entire plays for $6.99 for each play.  The application is divided into three sections: Experience, Explore, and Examine.  In Experience section students who purchase the text will have access to an audio performance, various photographs, glossaries, synopses and articles for the entire work.  They also have access to a glossary for key words on each line.  A question mark next to each line will be available; students can click the ? and read an explanation of the word.  Explore allows students to use a theme-line, which depicts the major themes throughout the play.  Examine section helps students to develop a deeper understanding of the text, themes, and history by giving them a series of articles that were developed by Cambridge sources.

Incorporation explanation: Cambridge Shakespeare

For my AP Literature Students, they need tools to help them develop close reading and analytical skills for various works, but especially Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Cambridge is easy to use and well annotated: Acts and scenes labeled, pictures shown, line by line dialogue spoken, and a small circle that lists all characters and their relationships in the scene.  With a simple touch, students can click the speaker icon and listen to the text.  The “people” icon gives “Solo activities, Pair activities, and Group activities” through the scene, which allows students to digest, discusses, and analyzes the text.  If students are having difficulty understanding the text, they can click the “box” icon, which gives scene synopses or detail synopses.  This allows them to have quick access to plot as well as evaluate plot progress, mood, tone, themes, and characterization. Moreover, they have access to text explanation and history.  In the Explore section, students will have a list and description of characters, themes and language.  In the Examine section, they will have access to articles that analyze meaning and content, which was developed by experts at Cambridge.  This level of analysis is exactly what AP Literature and Composition students are expected to be able to do.  They will not only have the classroom discussion and readings, but also now have a source in which they can further study and analyze Shakespeare’s text.

