Name: Lauren Behan

District: Long Beach

Grade: 7

Subject: ELA

Name of App:  Free Books

CCLS Standard Addressed: 

Reading Standards for Literature Grade 7

        Standard 11

       Recognize, interpret, and make connections in narratives, poetry, and drama, ethically and artistically to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations. 

     a. Self-select text based on personal preferences. 

     b. Use established criteria to classify, select, and evaluate texts to make informed judgments about the quality of the pieces.

     Reading Standards for Informational Text Grade 7

     Standard 9

     Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts.
Website/Location of App:

Apple App Store

Description of App:

This app provides access to over 4,000 free books, essays, poetry anthologies, speeches, and other forms of text.  There is a large variety of both fiction and non-fiction pieces.  Users have access to written forms of the text and may also purchase access to an audiobook collection for $3.99.  Text selections are categorized by author and some by genres, such as poetry, mystery, and politics.  Users may browse texts using these tabs on the homescreen or may search for a particular author or text using a search feature.  Users may also import text from saved files in a Dropbox account.  Once a text has been downloaded, it is saved in the user’s library.  While reading a particular text, a user may change the font size, brightness, or background color.  Users may also use a built-in dictionary while reading, highlight and take notes on the text, and/or copy pieces of the text.  Users may bookmark text to save a place.  All interactions done with the text will be saved.  

Incorporation of App Into Classroom:

This app may be used for a whole class reading of a text or independent reading of texts by students.  Students can choose from a large variety of fiction or non-fiction pieces, dependent upon the assignment.  Students can interact with the text by highlighting pieces and saving notes.  This would be extremely helpful when working with an author study or comparing writing styles in a particular time period or by a particular author.  Students may mark texts as favorites, helping students to navigate through options and begin to understand how to appropriately choose independent texts for a purpose.  This is also a great resource for students to find nonfiction selections.  For the more reluctant readers, the audiobook feature would be of great assistance.  

