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CCLS Standard Addressed: English Langauge Arts for Informationational Text and Foundational Skills 

Reading: Informational Text

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Reading: Foundational Skills

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.3.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.3.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Website/Location of App:

http://www.newsela.com/
Description of App:
Newsela is an innovative website for students to build reading comprehension with non-fiction that is always relevant: daily news. Newsela builds close reading and critical thinking skills. It gives students a new way to climb the staircase of non-fiction reading comprehension, from third grade to college-ready. The articles are written at multiple levels of text complexity and written on four different Lexile levels. A teacher or a student can pick the version of an article that's appropriate for each student’s ability level. Articles are accompanied by Common Core-aligned quizzes to provide quick and powerful feedback. Please view the following link for Newsela support with signing up, setting up a class, having your students join the class, searching articles that relate to curriculum content, and viewing quiz results at http://writingnerdy.iusd.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Newsela.pdf. 
Incorporation of App Into Classroom:

Students may use this website to help develop their understanding of unfamilar vocabulary, non-fiction features, current events, and so much more!  There are various ways to implement this website into an elementary classroom. A shared reading lesson is one example, where a teacher can choose an article, project it, and have students take turns reading it from the Smartboard. Also, students can login to www.newsela.com on their personal devices and read along on their iPads. Also, printed copies of the article can be printed and handed out as well. During the shared reading lesson, unfamiliar vocabulary, non-fiction text structure, and connecting background knowledge can be emphasized which will help students connect better with the text, and therefore allowing for a deeper understanding. A quiz can be given as an assessment at the end of the article. 
A small group guided reading lesson involves a teacher gathering students who read at a same/similar reading level and/or demonstrate the need for similar reading support. The teacher briefly introduces an instructional text to the students: the content of the text, and some of the structural and vocabulary difficulties that the text presents. The students then read the text independently and will be able to highlight in four different colors and annotate with the teacher coaching into their reading.  Students will come together at the end to share common understandings. A quiz can be administered at the end of the lesson. 
