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Oceanside High School, English

LINC iPad Initiative for Apps

App: Shx at Play

CCLS Standard Addressed:
Read closely to determine text meaning.

Interpret words as they are used in the text.

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media.

Read and comprehend complex literary texts proficiently and independently.

Description of application: 

This app is a pay-per-play Shakespeare app; for my purposes, I will be writing about Romeo and Juliet, but I assume that the features are the same for all plays.  The app has full text of the play, paired with a video of actors performing the lines.  Archaic phrases are highlighted and automatically link to an in app Glossary.  Each scene has an audio description, a scene description, and a character description.  There are intermittent explanatory notes in the margins of the text, which clarify meaning without summary. There is a Shakespeare FAQ tab with interesting biographical information.  All videos are available for download with the paid app.


Incorporation explanation:

This app presents an interesting way to read Shakespeare.  Here, side by side with Shakespeare's words, is the full play acted out in a traditional fashion.  Students can engage with the words and listen to the performers delivering the lines, effectively reaching auditory and visual learners.  Students can compare their delivery of lines with that of the actors in the app, and further compare with other Romeo and Juliet films.  The teacher can use the actors' portrayal as a motivation for the lesson, allowing students to experience Shakespeare's words performed first, then enter the text for close reading, or vice versa. I particularly appreciate that the video isn't the familiar Zefferelli or Luhrmann production, but rather, it features skilled Shakespearean actors on a bare stage, allowing for focus on the words over Hollywood pizzazz.  


