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App Review #2

Oceanside High School, English

LINC iPad Initiative for Apps

App: Subtext


CCLS Standard Addressed:

This is a text-based reading app; therefore, this app addresses most of the reading standards.

Description of application: 
This app is an eReader, but here’s what is most interesting: Subtext allows you to have Groups of Students (similar to Edmodo in that way) and together you all engage in reading a text.  It is easy to add full text books from the public domain, articles from the internet, and PDFs.  Once a text is added, you can engage the students by adding reading assignments linked to CCLS.  You can access other teachers’ assignments.  You can highlight particular passages and ask specific questions, including multiple choice and polls.  You can opt to share your ‘teacher highlights’ with the class or not, depending on your intention with the lesson.  You can highlight text and make a comment, ask a question, copy, or send to Google for more information.  You can even highlight in different colors.  There is a feature to search key words in the entire text, and a feature to show all of your highlights.  Finally, as the teacher, you can track students’ progress in a text and see specifically how they interact with the text.

Incorporation explanation: 
This app could be the primary eReader in class.  If it was, then it will effectively bring students into the texts and engage them in close reading with evidence for the teacher. The app can integrate homework questions and differentiate instruction via the teacher choosing which group sees which notes.  Students can see each other’s notes and continue the conversation about the text.  No longer is homework just a sheet of paper handed in to the teacher- now its an interactive exchange between peers.  The app can be projected on to the screen to model close reading habits and discuss how to interact with the text.  

